MARCH 21, 2022

Aork session of the Council for the City of Covington was held on Monday, March 21, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 333 W. Locust Street, Covington, Virginia.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Thomas Sibald, Ir, with the following mesbers present: Mayor
Sibold, Vice Mayor David 8. Crosier, Councitman William E. Carson, Ji., Councilman Raymond C. Hunter,
d Councilman S. Allan Fucker.

ty Manager: Krystal Onaitis City Attorney: Mark Popovich

The Mayor stated that on behalf of the City of Covington and City Council they wanted to offer condelences to
Stacy Jeter family with the recent loss of Stacy.

The Mayor wanted to acknowledge that it was Emergency Management Professionals Week in Virginia, March
26,2022 and that all are preatly appreciated.

Mayor Sibold spoke about the last meeting on March 14, 2022, that there were questions and discussions about
tax assessment for vehicles, no decision was made. He asked Jimmy Sanderson, financial advisor, with
Davenport & Associates to comment on these taxes. Mr. Sanderson stated that the Commissioner of Revenue
did a good job explaining the choices for the vehicle tax assessment. The City has a good credit rating that has
i built up and it is not wise to nse all of your fund balance, It is best to sfay in a good position with your
it rating. Soms revenues are just a one-time expense and would not be needed in the future. Many focalities
discussing this tax. He sees that larger cities are using percentages and ratios, not srhaller communities.
There could be a revenue short fall dus to the taxes being coltected twice in the City and workingon a fiscal
year, not a calendar year,

Councilman Carson stated that there are a lot of elderly citizens and those making minimum wage and a tax
rease will be difficutt for these citizens. '

There will be less revenue coming in, for example, the bio mass boiler decreases in value each year.

Ms. Onaitis noted that cost of services are incréasing, such as gas, fertilizer, chemicals for the munieipal peol,
ttc... and an example is the spring cleanup completed by the Public Works department cost over $20,000
vever it greatly assists with cleaning up the City. '

Mayor mentioned that we all have to stop doing something to pay for other things with the increase in
verything in this economy. The paving schedule may not be able to be completed this year as was planned.

ce Mayor Crosier noted that without the taxes it is unseen how services will be completed, when the revenue
is not there. Councilman Tucker agreed. Councilman Hunter noted the stress on all as he is retied and on a fixed
icome.,

The Mayor stated that it seemed that there was a consensus of Council to leave the tax as is, clean retai], Vice
Mayor Crosier and Councilman Tucker agreed. ’

He stated that Council, upon consensus, are keeping the vehicle tax assessment the same, which is clean refail.
Cathy Kimbexlin, Commissioner of Revenue, will put this information out so the citizens will know.

With no further business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned on a motion from Vice Mayor

Crosier and seconded by Mr. Hanter.
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